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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 339 

n. 

THE WORKINQMAN'S SUNDAY. 

Dr. Felix L. Oswald, in his article on " The Coming Civilization," speaks 
as follows concerning the Sunday of the future for workingmen: " The working- 
men of the future will most emphatically protest against mediaeval methods of 
government interference with legitimate rewards of industry; as, for instance, by 
the suppression of public recreation on the only day when about ninety -nine per 
cent, of our laborers find their only chance of leisure. " If the workingmen of 
the future are wise they will do nothing towards breaking down the legal restric- 
tions which are still thrown around Sunday observance in this country. They 
ought, on the contrary, to use all their influence to preserve Sunday as a day of 
complete rest. The workingman, surely, needs one day of rest out of seven. The 
introduction of public amusements on Sunday would diminish the respect and 
reverence with which we, as a nation, have always regarded that day, and it 
would be but a short time before the " Lord's Day" would be completely secu- 
larized. As a proof of this, take the Sunday of the present in France and Germany. 
In those countries is surely realized Dr. Oswald's ideal of the workingman's Sun- 
day. There is an unlimited license in regard to amusements, and, what seems to 
follow as a necessary consequence, an almost unlimited license in regard to busi- 
ness. From the statistics lately collected by the Prussian Government from thirty 
of its thirty-five departments, we learn that of the 500,156 manufacturing estab- 
lishments of all kinds in those provinces, 57.75 per cent, were operated on Sunday. 
Of the 147,318 establishments interested in trade and transportation in twenty- 
nine provinces, 77 per cent, were operated on Sunday. In France the case is not 
quite so bad, but it is well known that the amount of business transacted on Sun- 
day in Paris is immense. In each of these countries thousands of laborers and 
clerks labor from one week's end to another without any opportunity for rest, 
recreation, or self-improvement. What a strain this must be on wearied muscles 
and overwrought nerves ; and how intensely must the tired laborer long for one 
day in seven in which to take rest! But he has voluntarily reduced himself to this 
degraded condition, and there is no redress for him now, for if he refuses to work 
on Sunday his employer dismisses him, and secures some one who will. 

Now, does the American workman propose to follow the example of his French 
and German brother ? It will be a sad day for himself and his country when he 
does so. Already is there a strong tendency here towards the secularization of the 
Sunday. Many of our railroad companies run their freight and passenger trains 
on Sunday, and if their employes refuse to work they are promptly discharged. 
Other corporations, and even private individuals, are following in the wake of the 
railroad companies. Nothing would please avaricious capital and grasping 
monopoly better than to see a complete secularization of the Sunday in the United 
States, and nothing would tend more towards the degradation and demoralization 
of our working classes, and through them of the whole country. 

William Black Steel. 

III. 

MAN'S ORIGIN. 

In an article entitled " Possibilities of Animal Intelligence," lately published 
in the North American Review, appears this sentence : " Before he showed 
mental activity, man, according to the best and now agreed authorities, led by 
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Cope, was an anthropoid ape, etc." There are three theories as to the origin of 
man. The first explains his presence by a special creation ; the second theory of 
origin is by heterogenesis, the supporters of this theory arguing that there is noth- 
ing incredible in the supposition that a child capable of inventing a tool and build- 
ing a fire could have been born to an anthropoid ape. 

The third, or " Darwinian theory," is that of evolution under known laws. 
Darwin's theory is sometimes stated to be that man is descended from the 
monkey, or one of the apes. This is an error, which was corrected by Darwin 
himself. His statement was that " man is the descendant, with other species, 
of some ancient lower and extinct form." While the early remains of man show that 
he originally occupied a position scarcely above that of the beasts, and that he has 
reached his present height of intellectual and moral enlightenment through the com- 
plex motive forces of civilization, consisting of the growth of wants, social and 
national endowments, geographical surroundings, the commingling of nations, 
and the influence of great men; yet no competent anatomist to-day would main- 
tain that the human species was, or could be, the offspring, however remote, of 
any other known species of animal of all the millions of families scattered all over 
the globe. Not one has been discerned that does not lack the true specific charac- 
ters of man, and although many anomalies in human anatomy have been shown, 
the " connecting link " between man and any lower species has never been pointed 
out. The inference drawn from the argument from embryology does not, by any 
means, justify the conclusion that the development of the embryo portrays within 
the limits of nine months the life history of the race through the countless ages of 
geologic time. We must draw a distinction every where between what belongs 
to the brute and what belongs to man. A profound interval, without connection, 
separates the human race from all others. No other species comes near the 
human species; no genus even or family. The human family stands alone. An- 
thropology, ethnology, and prehistoric archaeology all prove this. Man is the only 
animal that, by cultivating the different elements which make up the sum of 
what we call civilization, has conquered the organic world, and he has done this 
by virtue of a potentiality of growth which knew no limits, and foreign to any 
other known species of animals. If " missing links" are sought for, we would 
venture to suggest that a fruitful field for research is in the gap which intervenes 
between the close of the paleolithic and the beginning of the neolithic age. There 
are indications of a long period of time in which numerous geological strata were 
deposited which contam no human remains. The climate passed from an arctic 
temperature almost to that with which we are now acquainted. The mammoth, 
the reindeer, and the great felines disappeared and never returned, and with the 
beginning of the neolithic period we are brought abruptly into the presence of a 
new race of men, with a great advance in the arts and in social organization. 
What became of paleolithic man ? Did he die out or migrate ? or was he exter- 
minated » or did neolithic man enter Western Europe from Central or Western 
Asia, bringing with him his arts and his cereals >. 

Edward C. Mann, M. D. 
IV. 

THE SALOON IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Two years ago it was my lot to spend several months in the immediate vicinity 
of the Indian village described by Gail Hamilton in the Review for January. 
Judging from my experience there I am inclined to think that the article referred 
to is unintentionally misleading in regard to the sale of liquor in the territory. 
The. prohibitory law referred to does not apply to the United States Reservation 



